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To

NSS Program coordinators/ NSS Directors
in Maharashtra & Goa

All NSS District Coordinators
in Maharashtra & Goa

Sir/Madam

In reference to letter received from Directorate of NSS New Delhi along with guidelines
from the Ministry of Culture it is to inform you that the Union Cabinet, chaired by the
Hon'ble Prime Minister, has approved nationwide celebrations to mark 150 Years of
the National Song '"Vande Mataram', composed by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee.
The celebrations will be observed throughout the country from 7th November 2025 to
7th November 2026. The commemoration aims to highlight the historic contribution

of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and to reaffirm the values of unity, sacrifice, and
devotion to the Motherland that the song embodies. The National Implementation
Committee (NIC), in its meeting held on 24th October 2025, approved the
commemorative activities and action plan(Annexure-1).

2. In accordance with the directions of the NIC, the Department of Youth Affairs has
been entrusted with the task of implementing activities related to the commemoration.
A copy of the letter of the Ministry of Culture's directions and guidelines is enclosed
for your information and necessary action. In this connection All NSS Universities /
Plus two councils are requested to:

A) Plan and organize suitable programmes and activities in coordination involving NSS
units during the commemorative period

B) Encourage participation of NSS Volunteers and Programme Officers in events that
promote the spirit of patriotism, unity, and service to the nation.

C) Share proposals, activity reports, and best practices with the Directorate of NSS for
compilation and submission to the Ministry of Culture.\

3. It is also requested to Submit reports to this office after completion of activity, including
action photographs and create events on the MY Bharat Portal and upload the
activities to showcase personal leadership and support in making the campaign a
resounding success.

AJAY B SHINDE

Regional Director (Maharashtra & Goa)

Regional Directorate of N.S.S.

Government of India, Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports
A Block, College of Agriculture Campus,

Shivaji Nagar, Pune- 411005
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9216390/2025/TCA-(CUL-4)

Vande Mataram: Background

= Anand Math, the novel of Bankim Chandra was published in a serialized form.

® Vande Mataram is believed to have been written on Akshay Navami which was 7

. November, 1875.

® Vande Mataram became the battle cry of millions of Indians during the freedom

movement.

" In 1896, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore sang Vande Mataram at the Kolkata session of

the Indian National Congress.
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9216390/2025/TCA-(CUL-4)

Vande Mataram: Background

= Later, singing the first two stanzas of Vande Mataram became a routine at the Congress

meetings. It gradually became an anthem for the freedom fighters.
. ®  Vande Mataram was sung at the proclamation of provisional Government of Azad Hind. .
= 1905: Vande Mataram was an important part of the protests against partition of Bengal.

= 1907: Madam Bhikaji Cama raised the tricolour flag for the first time outside India in

Stuttgart, Berlin. The words Vande Mataram were written on the flag.
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Adoption of Vande Mataram

" On 24 January, 1950, Dr. Rajendra Prasad made a statement in the Constituent Assembly.

® The then President Dr. Rajendra Prasad said that given the important role of Vande Mataram
- in the freedom struggle it will have the same status as the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana

and will be honored equally.

= His speech in the Constituent Assembly established that Vande Mataram has equal status as
the national anthem, and its historical importance in inspiring the Indian public was

recognized.

TEPE—
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7 November : Activities (1)

= VIP events with widespread public participation will be held across the country till the tehsil
level on 7 November. Group singing with prominent personalities and citizens to be scheduled

across the country.

. = National Level inaugural programme of the commemoration to be held in Delhi (Indira Gandhi .

Stadium).

= At the same time, States and Union Territories and schools/colleges across the country to

organize similar Vande Mataram concerts. Participation of maximum number of people from

villages, tehsils, Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), to be ensured.

ERTE— T —— . ——— - . ———
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7 November : Activities (2)

= A commemorative stamp and coin will be released at the national event.

" An exhibition on the history of Vande Mataram will be organized, and a short film will be

. screened.

" Films of the stamp and coin releases will be shown at every official event.

" Photos and videos of the events will be uploaded to the campaign website.

= At the national level programme prominent singers from across the country to present

different adaptations of Vande Mataram.
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Yearlong Activities (1)

Description of Activities Ro

le & Responsibility

1 | Mass singing of Vande Mataram to be organized on various | ®
days and same to be uploaded on the campaign website.

All Ministries, States and
Union Territories, Citizens

2 | For student outreach, activities like special assemblies | =

dedicated to Vande Mataram, essay competitions, debates,
poster making etc. to be organized in schools.

Ministry of Education,
MyGov, States and Union
Territories, Ministry of

Fellowships to be awarded for research on the cultural Information and
history of Vande Mataram. A book on the history of Vande Broadcasting
Mataram to be released.

3 | CAPF bands, State Police bands to perform programmes |® Ministry of Home Affairs
based on Vande Mataram and patriotic songs at public places | = States and Union
and a calendar of these programmes to be released. Territories
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9216390/2025/TCA-(CUL-4)

Yearlong Activities (2)

Description of Activities Role &
Responsibility

4 | Special programmes to be hosted on All India Radio and Doordarshanand |[= M/o

FM radio campaign. Information

PIB to organize panel discussions and dialogues on Vande Mataram in Tier and \

2 and 3 cities. Broadcasting

Newspaper Advertisement: Full page advertisements in national and o

: : . : Petroleum and
regional newspapers, with details of commemoration of 150 Years of N ey

Vande Mataram, historical relevance and proposed activities etc.

Outdoor Publicity: Display adverts in metro station, bus stop, airports,
petrol pumps with Vande Mataram related quotes and visuals.

T P——
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Yearlong Activities (3)

A global music festival dedicated to the spirit of Vande Mataram to be
organized

The event to be attended by Indian citizens and the local community.

Ambassadors to write op-eds/articles in their local newspapers on the
spirit of Vande Mataram.

Webinars and digital campaigns to be conducted on topics related to
Vande Mataram in international languages.

Description of Activities Role &
Responsibility
S | A cultural evening dedicated to the spirit of Vande Mataram to be = M/o External
organized in all Indian Missions and Posts across the world. Affairs

T P——
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Yearlong Activities (4)

Description of Activities Role & Responsibility
6 | Quiz based on Vande Mataram to be organized. =  M/o Education, MyGOV

= All Ministries, States and
Union Territories to ensure

participation
- 7 | Vande Mataram Youth Marathon to be organized. Vande |* M/o Youth Affairs and
Mataram to be sung in the Khelo India opening/closing Sports
ceremony.

The support of My Bharat Volunteers to be taken to ensure
maximum outreach and participation in the digital campaign.

8 | Audio messages and special announcements to be made. LED | = M/o Railways, M/o Civil

displays at railway stations and airports to display information Aviation
about Vande Mataram.

10

10

——re
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Yearlong Activities (3)

Description of Activities

Role & Responsibility

9 | Vande Mataram: Salute to Mother Earth - Tree plantation
drives to be organized.

= M/o Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

Online pledges, Social media outreach campaign to be
done.

= M)/o Electronics, Information
Technology - MyGov

11 | Vande Mataram Exhibition to be put up in 50 important
stations throughout the country

= M/o Rail Ministry

11

11
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9216390/2025/TCA-(CUL-4)

Yearlong Activities (6)

Description of Activities Role & Responsibility
12 | Exhibition on Vande Mataram to be =  M/o Culture in collaboration with M/o
organized 1n locations with high footfall. Information and Broadcasting to curate and
display the exhibition.

=  M/o Panchayati Raj, M/o Rural Development,
M/o Tourism, M/o Housing and Urban Affairs,

D/o Post, M/o External Affairs, M/o Tribal
Affairs, M/o Civil Aviation

= States and Union Territories

12
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Yearlong Activities (7)

Description of Activities Role & Responsibility
13 | Vande Mataram theme to be incorporated into the = M/o Defence
Republic Day programs. = States and Union territories

Vande Mataram torch relay to be organized.

Vande Mataram music programmes to be organized by

Army bands in cantonments and by bands of schools,
colleges, NCC etc. in campuses.

14 | Patriotic murals to be created and displayed on highways. | = M/o Road Transport and
Highways

15 | Vande Mataram Campaign and Website Management, | = M/o Culture

Inaugural and Closing Ceremonies to be organized with | = MyGov
VIP presence.

13
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Vande Mataram Audio Video Booth

® Vande Mataram audio-video booths to be set up across States and UT under Public

Private Partnership. It will have the facility to record singing of Vande Mataram and

upload on the portal.

= People will be able to listen to different versions of Vande Mataram 1n the booth.

= 'Karaoke' facility of Vande Mataram will be provided in the portal in which citizens will

e —

be able to upload Vande Mataram by singing it in their own voice.
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Commemoration
Phase 1 7-14 November, 2025
Phase 2 19 -26 January, 2026 (Around Republic Day)
Phase 3 7-15 August, 2026 (Along with Har Ghar Tiranga)
Phase 4 1-7 November, 2026 (Closing Week)

Activities will be conducted intensively in these four phases.

15
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State and Union Territories

= Large scale programmes to be held in all State/ UT led by Chief Minister, Governor,
Lt. Governor on 7 November.

. ® Programmes to be held in all schools and colleges of the State/UT.

" Programmes to be held in all cities/ towns at the tehsil level of all States and Union
Territories.

® Year long programmes to be executed by institutions under State Government in
collaboration with departments under Central Government.

® [ntensive programmes to be organized in sync with the 4 phases.

®= Nodal Department and Nodal persons to be nominated for the State/UT.

16
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Special Activities

= 25 films of 1 minute each on different facets of Vande Mataram, Life story of Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, role of Vande Mataram in freedom struggle and history of India to
. be made and outreach to be done via social media. (M/o Information and Broadcasting)

" To channelize the energy of patriotism, the Vande Mataram Campaign and the Har Ghar

Tiranga Campaign will be celebrated simultaneously. (Ministry of Culture and others)

17
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Thank You!

24 October, 2025

18
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Yivex Aggarwal GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Secretary MINISTRY OF CULTURE
NEW DELHI-110 001
D. O. No CM-21/1/2025-C&M October 27, 2025
R %
Dear Shri Kumar,

2025 marks 150 Years of Vande Mataram. Our national song “Vande Mataram”, by Bankim

Chandra Chatterjee is believed to have been written during the auspicious occasion of Akshaya
Navami which in 1875 was on 7® November. Vande Mataram first appeared in the literary journal

- Banga darshan, as part of his novel Anandamath in'a serialised manner and later as a standalone book

in 1882. During that period, India was undergoing major social, cultural and political changes, and
there was a growing consciousness of national identity and resistance to colonial rule. The song,
invoking the Motherland as the embodiment of strength, prosperity and divinity, gave poetic
expression to India’s awakening splnt of unity and self-respect. It soon became an enduring symbol

~  of devotion to the nation.

2. The popu]anty of Vande Mataram grew rapidly in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. On 24th
January 1950, while announcing the adoption of the Constitution, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the First
President of independent India a;“r%iil's'ﬁs President of the Constituent Assembly, stated that the song
Vande Mataram, which had played a historic part in the struggle for India’s freedom, shall be
“honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana and have equal status with it. Since Independence, Vande
Mataram has continued to hold a place of special honour in official ceremonies, public events and
educational institutions, representing the ideals of patnotlsm unity and service to the nation.

3. Inrecognition of its historic importance and national s:gmﬁcance, the Union Cabinet, chaired by
the Hon’ble Prime Minister, on 1™ October 2025 approved the nationwide celebrations to mark 150
years of the national song, Vande Mataram. The commemoration provides an opportunity to highlight
the contribution of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and to reaffirm the values of unity, sacrifice and love;
for the Motherland that the song embodies. -

4. In the above context, Government of India has decided to commemorate 150 Years of Vande
Mataram through year-long commemorative activities across the country from 7™ November 2025 to
7" November 2026. The details of the year long commemorative activities and action plan has been
approved by the National Implementation Comnuttee on 24™ October 2025.

5. Further, in accordance with the directions of the National Implementatlon Committee (NIC), t}ie
activities to be carried out by the States/ Union Territories towards Commemoration of 150 Years of
Vande Mataram are highlighted in Annexure 1..

6. In this regard, it is requested to nominate a Nodal Officer from your State/ Union Territory to
coordinate with the Ministry of Culture for effective implementation to commemorate 150 Years of

Vande Mataram.
' ' With regards,
R Yours sincerely,
| &‘\ S
' (Vivek Aggarwal)
% Shri Rajesh Kumar \ ‘ ‘

Chief Secretary 3

Government of Maharashtra

Mumbai

\ Room No. 502, 'C' Wing, Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road. New Delhi-110 001

= Phone : +21-11-23381040, 23386995, E-mail : secy-culture@nic.in



Annexure 1

Commemoration of 150 Years of Vande Mataram

Commemoration phases:

The overall commemoration is envisaged with 4 phases of concentrated activities.

Phase 1 7-14 November, 2025

Phase 2 19 -26 January 2026 (Around Republic Day)

Phase 3 7-15 August 2026 (Along with Har Ghar Tiranga 2026)
Phase 4 1-7 November 2026 (Closing Week)

List of activities for States/Union Territories

Sl.
No.

Timeline

Activity

1.

7lh
November
2025

Large scale programmesto be held in all State/ UT led by Chief
Minister, Governor, Lt. Governor on 7 November 2025.
o Vande Mataram Concert to be held with prominent singers from the
region to present different adaptations of Vande Mataram and other
o Short film on Vande Mataramwill be screened.
o Film of release of commemorative stamp and coin released at the
national event to be played.
o Exhibition on the history of Vande Mataramto be displayed.

o Photos and videos of the events will be uploaded to the
campaign website.
o Mass singing of Vande Mataram, with prominent personalities
and citizen, to be organized as part of every programme.
Similar programmes based on Vande Mataram to be organized up to
the tehsil level with widespread public participation, in the presence
of local officials on 7th November
States and Union Territories and schools/colleges across the country
to organize Vande Mataram concerts, in line with the national
programme happening on 7" November 2025.
Mass singing of Vande Mataram, with prominent personalities and
citizen, to be organized in every district i.e., across cities/ towns at
the tehsil level, ULBs, etc and same to be uploaded on the campaign
website.

Year long

Vande Maataram related Programmes to be held in all schools and
colleges of the State/UT.

Programmes to be held in all cities/ towns at the tehsil level of all
States and Union Territories.

Mass singing of Vande Mataram to be organized on various days
Year-long programmes to be executed by institutions under the
Governments State / Union Territories in collaboration with
departments under Central Government.

Details of all programmes to be uploaded on campaign website.

For student outreach, activities like special assemblies dedicated to Vande
Mataram, essay competitions, debates, poster making etc. to be organized
in schools.

State Police bands to perform programmes based on Vande Mataram and
patriotic songs at public places and a calendar of these programmes to be
released.




Quiz based on Vande Mataram to be organized across schools, colleges,
universities, educational institutions, etc.

Exhibition on Vande Mataram to be organized in locations with high footfall.

Nie

Vande Mataram theme to be incorporated into the local Republic Day
programs.

Vande Mataram torch relay to be organized.

Vande Mataram music programmes to be organized by bands of schools,
colleges, NCC etc. in campuses.

10.

Vande Mataram Audio Booth:

Vande Mataram audio-video booths to be set up across States and
UT under Public Private Partnership. It will have the facility to record
singing of Vande Mataram and upload iton the campaign portal.
People will be able to listen to different versions of Vande Mataram
in the booth.

'Karaoke' facility of Vande Mataram will be provided in the campaign
portal in which citizens will be able to upload Vande Mataram by
singing it in their own voice.




